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enterprise, and certainly, when one consid-
ers the immense stream which has flowed
from this little rill, he may seriously stand
and gaze at the young school-master and
his two small elementary books.   The mod-
esty of the statement agrees with the size
of the books, but not with the expansive-
ness of the composite title.    The work pro-
jected by Webster was "A Grammatical
Institute of  the English Language, com-
prising an Easy, Concise, and Systematic
Method of Education, designed for the Use
of English Schools in America."   The "In-
stitute " was to be in three parts, which
were, in brief, a speller, a grammar, and a
reader.    The formal and dignified title of
the work was the tribute which Webster
paid to old-fashioned scholarship; and it
is curious to see the  evolution by which
it finally became the well-known "Ele-
mentary."    One or two ideas were work-
Ing their way out in Webster's mind.    In
the first place he did not like the book
generally in use, "Dilworth's New Guide
to the English Tongue j " then he saw with
more or less clearness that, in the separation
from England that was fast taking place,